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DISTURBANCES: Anti-German Riots 

 

1914-1920 

 

These newspaper cuttings and lists are included in a file on anti-German riots that 

took place in the United Kingdom during the First World War. 

 

When the First World War broke out in August 1914, pockets of anti-German 

sentiment developed throughout the United Kingdom. This occasionally took the 

form of rioting and damaging property as people turned on German members of their 

communities.  

 

Businesses were targeted on the basis of German sounding names, and as a trade 

associated with Germans, bakers were also particularly targeted. The Home Office 

recorded cases of compensation claims from individuals and businesses across the 

UK who were subject to these attacks. 

A particular period of heightened anti-German feeling came after the sinking of the 

Lusitania, a British ocean liner travelling from New York to Liverpool which was 

torpedoed and sunk by a German U-boat on 7 May 1915. 

Many areas were subject to disturbances, such as Liverpool, Birkenhead, Bradford 

and Essex. As there was a high German population in East London, Poplar became 

an area of particular tension as was publicised in certain areas of the press at the 

time. The shop of a Mr Jungblut, a member of the Poplar Guardians and Borough 

Council, was one such target that ended up being destroyed. 

During the war, thousands of German nationals were interned, men in specially 

created camps and a small number of women in prisons and asylums.   

Midway through the war on 19 June 1917, King George V and the British royal family 

discontinued the use of their German titles and surnames, changing their family 

surname from Saxe-Coburg-Gotha to Windsor.  
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