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The Single Legislation Service (SLS) API provides information about legislation for re-use by others and forms the foundation for the user interface provided by the SLS website.

The SLS API supports a clean URI scheme that enables re-users to access and reuse legislation and associated documents such as explanatory notes. It supports multiple versions, from enacted to current all versions in between, as well as draft legislation for statutory instruments. It support accessing the metadata about items of legislation and provided legislation as RDF/XML and JSON. It supports accessing legislation content as XML and as XHTML snippets. It supports locating legislation through Atom and RSS 1.0 feeds based on faceted searches.

The SLS API demonstrates RESTful and Linked Data principles. It uses RESTful methods to serve requested data. It incorporates links internally and to external information. It builds on existing ontologies created by the community and for other PSI projects.

The SLS API gives a timely response to re-users. It delivers legislation metadata quickly. It remains performant even under the highest anticipated loads. It is robust and remains operational even when a server fails.

The SLS API is well documented so that re-users can understand what it offers. It provides namespace documentation, schemas, and ontologies at the URIs used by those resources. It shows people how to link to legislation from their own sites using RDFa.

Why is the project valuable?

The SLS API is valuable to re-users because it enables them to link to and reuse legislation within their own applications.

The SLS API is valuable to OPSI and TSO because it forms the foundation of the SLS website. Anything required by the website is reflected in the SLS API.

How do we know we’ve succeeded?

We will develop the SLS API in three stages.

In the first stage, we will build support for the core functionality and documentation of the API, and provide this as a beta service two iterations into the project. We will be successful if the service is live by the end of July 2009, and is linked to by at least one re-user within a week and receive (positive or negative) comments and suggestions about the service from third parties.

In the second stage, we will add support for extra metadata and address the comments and suggestions received after the first stage. We will be successful if the service is linked to by at least three re-users within a month and is cited by Tim Berners-Lee as an example of how to put public sector information on the web.

In the final stage, we will continue to add functionality as required to support the creation of the SLS website. We will be successful if the API supports the functionality and performance required by the website.

