
 
 
 

 

MAF 59/2: Handbook and miscellaneous journal articles 

and 

NATS 1/1308: Women's Land Army: enrolment for 1917 

 

1917-1918 

 

These papers all relate to the Women’s Land Army during the First World War, but 

come from two different documents within The National Archives collection.  

The booklet is entitled ‘Women’s Land Army L A A S Handbook’ and would have 

served as a guide for recruits, many of whom may have found this work unfamiliar. 

The Land Army song demonstrates attempts to keep morale high.  

The Women’s Land Army is most commonly associated with the Second World War 

however it initially developed in 1915 out of earlier organisations including the 

Women’s Legion and the Women’s Defence Relief Corps. It was formed in response 

to the lack of male labour as more men voluntarily joined up or were conscripted in to 

service. The formation of the Women’s Land Army was intended to avoid food 

shortages by utilising women’s labour in place of men. 

Posters were used to entice women into this war work, which was seen as less 

glamorous/appealing than other forms of war work. The posters clearly proved 

successful as by the end of 1917 there were over 250,000-260,000 women working 

as farm labourers, with 20,000 in the Land Army itself. Although the Land Army 

remained small compared to other forms of war work, women taking on physical 

roles was seen as novel and stirred public interest. 

Many historians have argued that women’s employment during the war was the 

turning point in the campaign for women’s rights, particularly in gaining the vote. 

When the conflict ended however, the number of women working in agriculture, 

factories and transport decreased as ex-servicemen reclaimed the jobs that had 

been performed by women during the previous four years. 
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